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Sammies’ Friends Accomplishments:

 Reduced euthanasia rate from 68% to less than 1%

 In 2019 we spayed/neutered 1,000 community animals and 750 shelter animals.

 More than 30,000 animals saved since 2001.

The Poop Scoop
Tails and Tidbits for Team Sammie, Volunteers, and the Animal 

Lovers of Nevada County and Beyond . . .

Meet Liz Taylor, SF's Shelter Director.  Liz was previously 
Finance Director and has provided accounting services to 
Sammie's Friends since 2013.

Liz took on her new assignment a few days before the covid 
shut down. She was up to the challenge of keeping everyone 
safe and keeping us in compliance.

Liz has designed and implemented "Shelter Tracker" an 
automated system to track the animals.  
As well, she has redecorated portions of 
our old shelter.  Stop in and say "Hi" to 
Liz if you haven't met her. Liz is a "get it 
done" kind of person and we are lucky to 
have her. 

Now, I'll turn it over to Liz and let her tell 
you what she has in mind for the shelter 
going forward.                -  Cheryl

 

2020 has been full of change 
and unexpected challenges  (a 
major understatement).  
Becoming Sammie’s Shelter 
Director is one of those 
changes and a most welcome challenge.  I have 
been working with Sammie’s for many years 
now and over those years I have developed a 
deep appreciation for the impact Sammie’s 
Friends makes every day in the lives of animals 
and residents in our community.  Sammie’s 
Friends isn’t just a name or brand, it is a true 
friend the community relies on when an 
animal is in need.  I witness this every day.
 
Building Sammie’s Friends was quite the 

accomplishment; both Cheryl and Curt have 
worked tirelessly to build relationships while 
collaborating with hundreds of community 
members, volunteers, local veterinarians, 
county officials and our dedicated staff.  I 
intend to continue this model.  The work 
required becomes clearer everyday as I fulfill 

the role of steering the 
shelter.  This is no small task, 
but one I am enjoying!  

As I work daily to continue 
the mission, my priorities are 
to continue to elevate the 
comfort and experience of all 
animals in our care while we 
work to find their forever 
family.  There are many 
moving parts to achieve this 
goal.  Supporting and 
cultivating the many 
compassionate people who 
work daily to keep the shelter 

operating is a major priority.  My goal is to 
continue to hone our skills, create a positive 
culture, provide education, and to always strive 
for excellence and growth.  

I appreciate everyone that walks into the 
shelter seeking to make a difference in an 
animal’s life; when they walk out of Sammie’s 
Friends I want that experience to resonate our 
sincere appreciation.  My door will always be 
open, come in and say hello.                     - Liz

Introducing Our New Shelter Director
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"A Silver Lining"
The Pandemic has affected every aspect of our lives as well as the lives of shelter animals. Ironically it 
has been somewhat of a blessing for shelters around the country and Sammie’s Friends is no 
exception.  
 
"There never seems to be a shortage of kitties" says Ruth Rasmussen, Manager of  Sammie’s Friends 
Kitty Kove.  Ruth indicated that a lot of people stepped up right at the start of the quarantine period 

and took lots of kitties home either to foster or adopt.  Many are still 
in foster care.  Those that were brought back have been adopted.  
There is one special kitty that stands out in Ruth’s mind, Reginald 
Archibald P. Squishy Face or "Reggie" to his friends and loved ones.  
Reggie arrived at the shelter right around the time the pandemic hit.  
He was a Persian kitty that had been living on someone’s property as a 
stray.  Although he was being fed, his medical needs were not being 
met.  Reggie ended up at Brighton Greens Animal Hospital;  they 
called Sammie’s Friends and asked if he could come to the shelter.  
Reggie was completely matted and had 1 barely working kidney and 
was so thin.  His estimated age was around 10 years old, not 

particularly old for a cat, but given his health status it had aged him. He was not a very “adoptable” kitty 
given his prognosis, medical needs and appearance.  In walks LuAnne Myers a Sammie’s Friends 
volunteer.   When LuAnne met Reggie she knew he needed to come home with her.   LuAnne describes 
Reggie as a spirited kitty that knows his own mind.  Despite his health issues he enjoyed life preferring 
boxes, dust pans and shelves over soft kitty beds that LuAnne had provided for him., He loved sunning 
himself, hanging out in LuAnne’s lap if he so chose; strictly on his terms.  LuAnne has 2 other kitties 
and when Reggie moved in he showed them what’s what.  He was finally living the good life , but sadly 
his health issues caught up with him and after almost 9 months with LuAnne he made the journey over 
the Rainbow Bridge in LuAnne’s embrace.  LuAnne stated "Knowing that he didn’t die alone or in a 
cage makes the short time we had together worth it."  Thank you LuAnne.  
 
The dog side of the shelter was not a lot different.  Debbie Freele, Adoption 
Specialist at Sammie’s Friends, indicated that when the pandemic/quarantine 
period started a lot of people stepped up to either adopt or foster dogs.  What 
was exceptional was that the sheltered emptied out. There was not one 
adoptable dog left for an extended period of time.   Many of the families that 
took dogs home to foster ended up falling in permanent love and adopting 
them.  That included the numerous Pit-bulls that were at Sammie’s Friends 
Shelter.  One extra special Pit-bull, named Winston, comes to mind for 
Debbie.  He came to the shelter as a stray estimated to be about 11 years old.  
He suffered from numerous medical issues as well as severe separation 
anxiety.  He was going to be a very difficult placement, that is until Macayla, a 
dog walker at Sammie’s Friends, came along.   She fell in love with Winston and said she would take 
him home to foster him.  Fostering turned into a "foster failure" when she decided to adopt sweet 
Winston.  Despite all of his issues, including separation anxiety, she wanted him to be a part of her 
family. Macayla has obtained the medical treatment that he needs to live a fulfilled life, with the 
support of Sammie’s Friends.   Winston now has a permanent forever home. There have been many 
"silver linings" during this very difficult time, thanks to so many volunteers and  members of the 
community. Thank you Macayla
 
Sammie’s Friends is open to the public again, by appointment.  Check out our animals on the website 
www.sammiesfriends.org. or Sammie's Friends facebook page

(530) 471-5041 -  Dog Facilty  
(530) 274-1955 -  Cat Facility
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Dave Aschoff   Farrier and Friend to Sammie's Friends Equines

Meet Dave Aschoff, one of Sammie's Friends interesting and talented volunteers.  We so appreciate all 
the horse hooves Dave has trimmed, over the years, for Sammie's Friends.   What would we ever do 

without him?  Dave worked in Customer Service at Hewlett Packard 
for 17 years and then 10 years at Thunder Valley Casino.  Dave didn't 
grow up around horses, at all.

About 18 years ago his new wife, who had grown up with horses, but 
had none at the time, became very ill. Dave, being a loving husband, 
thought buying his wife a horse would inspire the fight in her to not 
let her illness get the best of her.  Dave surprised his wife with a 
horse.   It was just what she needed, "saved her life".  

Dave watched the farrier trim the horse's hooves and said to himself  
"That's what I want to do".  He went to the Pacific Coast 
Horseshoeing School and then to the Oregon School of Natural Hoof 
Care  and became a farrier.  Dave says this is his passion and it is a 
blessing to find what you were really meant to do. He has now been a 
farrier for 13 years and has been a good Samaritan to the Sammie's 
Friends horses for 12 of those years.   Dave lives with his wife (who 
has been fully recovered for 18 years), 3 dogs, 1 cat, 10 chickens, 3 
horses and 3 mini donkeys (one is a baby).

Thank you Dave for your many good deeds to Sammie's Friends' horses. 

Marilyn Blom – Cat Volunteer Extraordinaire

Marilyn has volunteered at the Animal shelter for over 17 years!  
Wow, that makes her one of the longest serving volunteers, 
ever.  She started at the Shelter shortly after retiring from the 
County working with special needs children.  She came to 
Nevada County in the early ‘80s after working as an 
Occupational Therapist;  she knows and loves working with 
people.  

Her work with the cats at the Shelter has kept her very busy with 
a regular stint on Sunday mornings and often other days of the 
week.  She acknowledges being particularly fond of working 
with feral kittens, often fostering them and socializing them at 
her home in Grass Valley.  She currently has two “foster 
failures” who have been with her for years, growing up from 
kittens to be well-loved home-bodies.  

For the past 13 years, Marilyn has taken on the responsibility of 
scheduling the cat volunteers who come daily to the Shelter to 
tend to the cats and kitties.   Marilyn loves to interact with the 
volunteers, staff and the public, but now finds the scheduling responsibilities more work that she would 
like.  So she is handing that job off to another volunteer, but she will continue to volunteer at the Shelter 
taking care of all those cats and kitties that find their wav to Sammie’s Kitty Kove. 
We really want to thank Marilyn for her many years of helping Sammie’s Friends and look forward to 
continuing to see her around the Kitty Kove.

Dave and 2 month old donkey, Jingles.

Marilyn and Cricket, the cat



 

Volume XI, Issue 2

Visit us at www.SammiesFriends.org

The Poop Scoop Page 4

You Can’t Judge A Bark By It’s Cover

The Dowden Family - Tricia, Stephen, Alexis, and Shea - are always ready to step up to help Sammie’s 
Friends when it comes to dogs with special needs, whether they are physical or behavioral needs.  Tia 
came into their lives in June when Tricia received a call from the shelter asking if she could foster yet 

another “special” dog.   Tia is a 16 year old lab/shar-pei  and tragically lost her 
person when she (Tia) was hit by a car.  Her human was on their way to rescue 
her and they ended up in a fatal accident themselves. 

Here was poor Tia injured and now, no family.  Tia had a bad leg injury that 
required very special hands on care; when she was approached, she acted like 
she would take your hand off, according to Tricia.   
Tricia’s son Shea developed a special bond with her 

and was able to assist in her care.  Since June, Tia has healed and continues 
to live with The Dowden Family.

Tia has become much more playful and trusting. She loves a great game of 
keep away, loves the beach and enjoys back and chest 
scratches.  Despite her strides in her physical healing as well as 
gaining trust, she still will require a special permanent home.  According to Tricia, Tia is 
housebroken,  she is good with kitties but has not been tested around other dogs or 
livestock.   Sammie’s Friends is most grateful to the Dowden family for giving Tia a safe 
supportive loving place to recover and live while she waits for a permanent family.

Where Are They Now?  Daisy a.k.a White Lightning

Originally trapped as a feral kitten on a property with numerous 
other animals, the white cat with different colored eyes stood out. After she was 
brought to the shelter, it was determined that she was deaf, and an outdoor life 
for the kitten was not an option.  A Sammie’s Friends employee stepped up to the 
challenge (thanks Alex!) to foster and socialize her so the little kitten, Baby, 
would eventually be adopted.

A few months later, Baby was brought home by a Sammie’s Friends volunteer 
with hopes of becoming a companion to her other cat. The volunteer’s husband 

renamed her Daisy - hey, whatever gets them in the door! 
After many months, it was determined this home was just not the right fit for an 
incredibly active kitten whose actions, emanating from her deafness, such as 
loud howling, were not appreciated by the original house kitty. 

Daisy was once again brought to a different home - but this time, it was a match 
made in kitty heaven!  She is the only animal in the household and receives all 
the attention a special needs kitty deserves. She has earned the nickname White 
Lightning because of her crazy antics of racing around the house with whatever 
toy she happens to prefer at the moment.

From humble beginnings as a feral kitten to Queen of Her Castle, Daisy is another wonderful 
example of Sammie’s Friends working in the community with persistence to help less fortunate 
animals find a better life.
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 Meet Robin Janeway, DVM  Coowner of Brighton Greens

I am very grateful to be in this community where we have 
Sammie's Friends to provide excellent care for the shelter 
animals and as well have a community fund dedicated to 
animals belonging to low income families who are short of 
funds. 

With the pandemic came a big change for the veterinarians 
and all of you as pet owners.  As essential workers we 
remained open and had to implement many changes to 
ensure safety for the staff and the public.  Per guidelines 
from the CVMA we switched to curbside service and 
wearing masks.  Curbside service has been a huge 
adjustment, inconvenient for us and you and the animals.  

One of the pleasures of being a veterinarian are the 
relationships we form with you and your pets.  Often the 
staff moves the animals from your car to the clinic and our 
communication with you has been through phone calls, and e-mails.  The staff and the clients 
have for the most part maintained a positive attitude.  We know it is more stressful for the 
animals to be separated from their family when going into the clinic.  We do everything we can 
to minimize this.  

Without curbside service we would be even more limited in the number of animals we can see, 
with additional time needed for temperature taking, disinfecting and limiting who can be in a 
small room.   We have done everything we can to keep everyone safe.   A couple of vet clinics 
have had to close for 14 days due to someone having a positive COVID test.   The last thing we 
want is to leave all of you and your pets without care for even two weeks.

Along with the stay at home order came two more phenomena - people adopted more pets and 
people were home with their pets more causing them to notice illnesses, lumps, dental disease, 
and other things they were too busy to notice before.  This has increased the number of people 
seeking veterinary care dramatically.    A booked, busy schedule and more emergency 
appointments than ever has been a challenge for all of us, often resulting in 12 hour shifts for 
the doctors with no break.  We are giving it our all and we are here for you and your pets. 

I love my profession, and I am grateful that we have been able to remain open to care for 
animals in need.  Although curbside care is frustrating for all of us, our clients and community 
have been absolutely wonderful and understanding during this difficult time.  Wearing masks 
all day is tiring, and don’t even ask what it is doing for my complexion! 

We will continue to do what it takes to remain open, keep our staff members safe and continue 
to strive to provide the very best care we can offer.  The challenges and stresses of this year 
have been unsurmountable, but we will always be here for you, our community and for the 
pets we care for. 

Dr. Robin Janeway and her dog Hunter
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Santa Knows  Do You? Pet Safety During the Holidays

We all know him - Santa, the jolly big man in the bright red 
suit! Given his unique job of delivering toys around the 
world to all the good girls and boys, Santa’s seen some 
potentially dangerous situations for pets over the years: 
harmful plants and decorations, unhealthy treats or access 
to people food, and plenty of scared, frightened or lost pets. 
Santa, one of the most trusted men in the world, assisted by 
the ASPCA, shares some of his best safety tips below.  

Be Careful with Seasonal Plants and Decorations

• Oh, Christmas Tree: Securely anchor your Christmas 
tree so it doesn't tip and fall, causing possible injury to your pet. This will also prevent the tree water, which may 
contain chemicals that can cause stomach upset or poisoning, from spilling.

• Avoid Holly, Mistletoe, and Lilies: Holly, when ingested, can cause pets to suffer nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. 
Mistletoe can cause gastrointestinal upset and cardiovascular problems. And many varieties of lilies can cause kidney 
failure in cats if ingested. Opt for just-as-jolly artificial plants made from silk or plastic, or choose a pet-safe bouquet.

• Tinselless Town: Kitties love this sparkly, light-catching “toy”. However, if ingested, tinsel may cause an obstructed 
digestive tract leading to possible surgery, severe vomiting, and dehydration. Ensure gift wrap, ribbons, and bows 
remain out of reach from your curious pets.

• That Holiday Glow: Don't leave lighted candles unattended. Better yet, invest in a few flameless battery operated 
candles, a safer solution year-round for our fire-prone area.

• Wired Up: Keep wires, batteries, and glass or plastic ornaments out of paws' reach. A wire can deliver a potentially 
lethal electrical shock, a punctured battery can cause burns to the mouth and esophagus, while shards of breakable 
ornaments can damage your pet's mouth and digestive tract.

Avoid Holiday Food Dangers

•  Skip the Sweets: Chocolate, foods sweetened with xylitol, and grapes or raisins pose significant health risks to pets. 
Keep your pets away from the table and unattended plates of food, and secure garbage can lids.

• Leave the Leftovers: Fatty and spicy foods, dairy, and foods containing onions, garlic or bones, should not be fed to 
your furry friends. For a complete list of foods to avoid, see ASPCA’s People Foods to Avoid Feeding Your Pet page.  
(http://www.aspca.org/petcare/animalpoisoncontrol/peoplefoodsavoidfeedingyourpets)

• Careful with Cocktails: If your celebration includes adult beverages, be sure to place your unattended alcoholic 
drinks where pets cannot get to them. If ingested, your pet could become weak, ill and may even go into a coma, 
possibly resulting in death from respiratory failure.

• Selecting Special Treats: Looking to stuff your pet's stockings? Stick with chew toys that are basically 
indestructible, Kongs that can be stuffed with healthy foods, or chew treats that are designed to be safely digestible. 
Long, stringy things are a feline's dream, but the most risky toys for cats involve ribbon, yarn, and loose little parts that 
may become stuck in their intestines, often necessitating surgery. Surprise kitty with a new ball that's too big to 
swallow, a stuffed catnip toy or simply an empty paper bag (handles removed) for hours of playtime.

Plan a PetSafe Holiday Gathering

• A Room of Their Own: Ensure your pets don’t accidentally escape outside as guests arrive or leave.  Shy pets may 
benefit from their own quiet space to retreat to, complete with food and water, a few toys, and a place to snuggle.

• Put the Meds Away: Ask your guests to store their medications in a secure area, for example, zipped up in their 
handbag or suitcase. The same applies to recreational drugs. 

• New Year's Noise: Fireworks, noise poppers, and gunfire can terrify pets and cause possible damage to sensitive 
ears. Throughout the evening and especially as midnight approaches, secure them in a safe, escape-proof area. Ensure 
collars, tags and microchips contain current contact information.
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YES, I want to make a difference in the lives of the animals in Nevada County! Sammie’s Friends is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3)  
organization that was created to raise veterinary funds for the animals at the Nevada County Animal Shelter and other 
disadvantaged animals in our county. Our work is made possible by the generous donations of individuals like you. All 
donations, big and small, are greatly appreciated. Checks may be submitted to the address below. Please visit our website 
www.SammiesFriends.org to donate by credit card or text SAMMIE to 41444 for a link to our donation form. Thank you!

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________    

Address:___________________________________________________________________ _______

City, ST, Zip:________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ___________________        Donation Amount: ____________________ _____________ 

 

Did You Know...

Lack of funds is not  a 
reason to leave your cat or 
dog unspayed/
unneutered.

There are two low cost 
clinics you can use:

Animal Spay and 
Neuter Clinic: 
5308898800

AnimalSave: 
5304771706

For additional 
financial support you 
can call:

• For pitbulls, huskys, 
chihuahuas, and 
malamutes:

Melise  at Pound Puppy 
Rescue
5302721716

• For cats and other 
breeds of dogs:

pick up a voucher  at 
Sammie’s Friends 

NC Pets In Need 
5308023666 
will also provide help

 
 

14647 McCourtney Road
Grass Valley, CA.  95949
DOGS:  5304715041
CATS:  5302741955
EMAIL:  
info@sammiesFriends.org

Sammie’s Friends is a 501(c)(3) NonProfit organization founded in 2004 by Cheryl Wicks 
and Curt Romander to provide veterinary aid to the animals at the Nevada County Animal 
Shelter. Today, Sammie’s Friends provides medical assistance to shelter animals and other 
disadvantaged animals in the community, and works closely with the Volunteers who help 
to socialize and find forever homes for the unwanted dogs and cats of Nevada County.

If you would like us to email you a pdf version of the Poop Scoop in the future, send an email to 
info@sammiesfriends.org

________________________________

THE LONELY HEARTS CLUB

The lonely hearts club was started to place particular emphasis on any
animal at the shelter longer than 60 days.  In most shelters animals are either adopted 
or euthanized long before 60 days.

At Sammie's Friends we always know that we can find a home for an animal.  There 
are 331,000,000 inhabitants of the US and we only need one for each animal.  In 20 
years we have always found that person.  Below are a few of the Lonely Hearts Club 
members. Please help them if you can.

For a full list check out our website www.sammiesfriends.org

Jaxx Bernie

ScooterSamantha


